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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To preferentially separate Rh with a small number of stages by reducing the noble metal- 
contg. slag produced in treating a copper-electrolysis slime with a carbonaceous reducing agent allowing 
the product to react with a sulfating and chlorinating agent and extracting the reaction product. 
CONSTITUTION: A noble metal-contg. slag is heated to 800-1600° C, for example, along with a 
carbonaceous reducing agent such as coke powder, and the oxides of the platinum-group metals 
contained in the slag are reduced to the metals. The reduction product is brought into contact with a 
sulfating and chlorinating agent such as an alkali metal hydrogen sulfate at 400-600° C, and consequently 
the metallic Rh contained in the reduction product is converted to its sulfate. The sulfate of Rh among the 
platinum-group metals is mainly contained in the reaction product. The reaction product is crushed and 
extracted by water to dissolve the sulfate which is separated from the insolubles, and Rh is separated and 
recovered in preference to other noble metals. 
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